Week Ending Friday, May 5, 2006

Proclamation 8008—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 2006
April 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Asian/Pacific American Heritage
Month, we honor and celebrate the millions
of Asian/Pacific Americans whose contribu-
tions have helped make America a strong,
vibrant, and free society.

Asian/Pacific Americans represent many
nations and ethnicities, each with its own cul-
ture, heritage, language, and experience.
Across our country, this diverse group of peo-
ple has excelled in all walks of life. Their tal-
ent and hard work have added to the success
and prosperity of our Nation and helped
make America a leader in the world. They
have helped shape America’s character and
identity through their strong values, love of
family, and commitment to community.
America is especially grateful to the many
Asian/Pacific Americans who have coura-
geously answered the call to defend freedom
as members of our Armed Forces. The sac-
rifices of these brave men and women help
preserve the ideals of our country’s founding
and make the world a safer place.

To honor the achievements and contribu-
tions of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 102-450 as amended,
has designated the month of May each year
as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 2006 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to learn more
about the history of Asian/Pacific Americans
and their role in our national story and to
observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of April, in

the year of our Lord two thousand six, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:50 a.m., May 1, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 2. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 8009—Older
Americans Month, 2006
April 28, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Older Americans represent the finest
qualities of our Nation. During Older Ameri-
cans Month, we honor our older citizens, cel-
ebrate their many accomplishments, and
learn from their experiences.

Across our country, older Americans are
demonstrating personal strength and com-
passion and are redefining the experience of
aging. They are leading active lives, serving
in their communities, and reaching out to
their fellow Americans. Through organiza-
tions like Senior Corps, they are mentoring
children, helping victims of natural disasters,
and caring for citizens with disabilities. Their
good works are changing the lives of many
individuals and contributing to the strength
of America.

This year’s theme, “Choices for Independ-
ence,” reflects the importance of our citizens
making retirement, lifestyle, and health
choices that enhance their quality of life as
they grow older. My Administration is com-
mitted to strengthening senior programs and
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